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CALL TO WORSHIP

Thelma Wever
(from Psalm 139)

Pastor:

HYMN

Lord, you have examined us. You know us.
You know when we sit down and when we stand up.
There isn’t a word we could say that you don’t already know.
You surround us—front and back,
You put your hand on us.
You are the one who created our innermost parts;
you knit us together in our mother's womb.
We give thanks that we are marvelously set apart.
Your works are wonderful!
“Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak”

No. 426

CALL TO CONFESSION
Laura Garwood and Leon Wartinger
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sin, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sin and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. Let us confess our sin together, trusting God’s promised mercy.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we confess our failures to discern the ways that racism and other demons of
hostility have warped our common humanity. Claiming to be “colorblind” or “not racist,” we
have failed to see racism as a disease that infects us all. Yet we know that your Spirit heals
the wounds in our lives and empowers us to extend that healing into the life of our
communities. Empower us by your Spirit, O God, to be people who live out our baptism and
live more fully into its promise that in Jesus Christ there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or
free, or male and female.
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: In Christ, all the dividing walls of hostility have come down so that we might live in
justice, friendship and peace. Friends, hear the good news of the gospel: In Jesus
Christ we are forgiven and restored, and set on right paths!
RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE
“The Gloria Patri”
Traditional
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
TIME FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
SCRIPTURE LESSON
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and
he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I
did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not
call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And
he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you,
you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his
place.
10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
SERMON
HYMN

Hineni
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

Pastor Ivan N. Herman
No. 404

OFFERING
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:
Holy One, you have called for justice to roll down like waters and righteousness like
an ever-flowing stream. On this Sunday, as we remember the life and legacy of
Martin Luther King Jr., help us to embody the justice and righteousness that he
sought for our country. Help us to embody his dream of a beloved community and
of a day when justice is a reality for all Americans, not just the few. Inspire us by his
example and by the power of your Spirit at work within us to live in solidarity with all
who have been marginalized in our world. Give us ears to hear their cries, and
hearts that move us to respond.
Indeed, during these tumultuous days of political and social reckoning, give us
courage to pursue accountability for all who have incited and inflicted this
violence upon the nation — and courage to recognize our own complicity in the
racism that has warped our common life. Animate courage in us so that we might
confront realities that deform and deface our country and participate in your
reconciling and justice-seeking work in our midst. Hear our prayers also for peace
in the days ahead as we navigate transitions in the nation’s leadership. Grant all of
our elected leaders wisdom and patience and courage to work together for the
common good and to restore a spirit of partnership among us.
God, our help in times of trouble, we continue to pray for the global community as
it grapples with an ever-worsening pandemic. We pray that you would give each
of us determination to take personal responsibility for measures that protect us all.
We pray especially for the well-being of those hit hardest by the strains of this
scourge, and pray for those in leadership in our communities, states and nation as
they negotiate ways in which to aid those most afflicted.
We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying
Unison:

HYMN

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
“Here I Am, Lord”

No. 525

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
The Lord whom we love, whom we worship and adore,
We will serve throughout this coming week. He it is who binds us together,
And He it is who sends us apart, to be God’s people, be God’s people. Amen.
Prayers of Confession, Assurance, and Intercession by Roger Gench, Presbyterian Outlook 2021.
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